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1. SOVIET EMBASSY MINISTER COUNSELOR VORONTSOV CALLED ON 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY HARTMAN MARCH 28 TO PROTEST US PHOTO- 
GRAPHING OF SOVIET ARMY UNITS REPORTED REFTELS. HARTMAN 
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INDICATED WE WOULD LOOK AT SOVIET STATEMENT AND REPLY IN 
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DUE COURSE. 

2. TEXT OF SOVIET STATEMENT FOLLOWS: BEGIN TEXT. ON 
MARCH 6, 1975 AT ABOUT 2:00 P.M., EUROPEAN MEAN TIME, IN 

THE AREA OF KRAMPNITZ (THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC) A 
FOREIGN LIGHT MOTOR PLANE WAS MAKING FLIGHTS OVER THE 
BERLIN CONTROL ZONE, WHEN A JAPANESE-MADE PHOTOCAMERA 
NIKON FELL DOWN OUT OF THE PLANE. 

THE STUDY OF THE EXPOSED PARTS OF THE FILM HAS SHOWN THAT 
MILITARY OBJECTS OF THE SOVIET ARMY UNITS WERE PHOTO- 
GRAPHED FROM THE AIR. 

ACCORDING TO THE APPLICATION TO THE BERLIN AIR SECURITY 
CENTRE A LIGHT-MOTOR PLANE, TYPE L-20 BELONGING TO THE 
AMERICAN MILITARY ADMINISTRATION IN WEST BERLIN WAS FLYING 
OVER THE BERLIN CONTROL ZONE AT THE MENTIONED TIME. 

IN THIS CONNECTION I AM INSTRUCTED TO MAKE A PROTEST 
AGAINST THE FLAGRANT VIOLATIONS BY THE AMERICAN SIDE OF 
THE ESTABLISHED ORDER AND CONDITIONS OF FLIGHTS OVER THE 
BERLIN CONTROL ZONE AND AGAINST USING AIR CORRIDORS FOR 
INTELLIGENCE PURPOSES, WHICH CONTRADICT THE SPIRIT AND 
LETTER OF FOUR POWER ALLIED AGREEMENTS OF THE WAR AND 
POST-WAR PERIODS. 

THE SOVIET SIDE EXPECTS THAT THE US MILITARY AUTHORITIES 
WILL TAKE ALL NECESSARY MEASURES TO RULE OUT THE REPETI- 
TION OF SUCH CASES IN THE FUTURE AND WILL ALSO STRICTLY 
PUNISH THOSE GUILTY OF ABUSING THE AIR CORRIDORS. END 
TEXT. 

3. WHILE VORONTSOV WAS CAREFUL TO NOTE THAT HE WAS 
MAKING SERIOUS POINT, THERE WAS SLIGHT ELEMENT OF LEVITY 
IN HIS PRESENTATION. WE ARE SOMEWHAT PUZZLED WHY THEY 
RAISED THIS INCIDENT IN WASHINGTON AND PARTICULARLY AT 
HARTMAN LEVEL. IT MAY BE INTENDED TO CONVEY IMPRESSION 
THAT SOVIETS ARE CURRENTLY VIEWING ALL BERLIN MATTERS 
WITH HEIGHTENED SENSITIVITY AND IS INDICATIVE OF THEIR 
DESIRE TO DOCUMENT ANY INCIDENT IN BERLIN AIR CONTROL 
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ZONE AND CORRIDORS AS POINTS WHICH COULD BE RAISED IN 
FUTURE TO SUPPORT THEIR CASE THAT FOUR-POWER DISCUSSIONS 
OF ENTIRE BERLIN AIR REGIME ARE NECESSARY. 

4. WE INTEND ANSWER SOVIET STATEMENT IN DUE COURSE ALONG 
LINES OF USBER STATEMENT REFTEL B AS AMENDED REFTEL C. WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE PROMPT REPORT ON ANY SOVIET REACTION TO 
ALLIED RESPONSE IN BASC. KISSINGER 
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